Color atlas of peripheral vascular diseases  by Gelabert, Hugh
JOURNAL OF VASCULAR SURGERY 
174 Book reviews July 1997 
Color atlas of  peripheral vascular diseases 
Jill Belch, Peter McCollum, Peter Stonebridge, and 
William Walker; Barcelona; 1996; Mosby; 138 pages; 
$69.95. 
This slim volume is a collection of photographs and 
illustrations depicting a wide variety of vascular diseases. 
The stated goal of the authors is to supplement the narra- 
tive of standard textbooks with photographic images of the 
subject of vascular surgery. The current effort is their sec- 
ond edition. The alterations specific to this edition include 
addition of chapters on vascular medicine, detection of 
microvascular nd macrovascular disease, and risk factors. 
The book is an attractive hardbound volume consisting 
of 138 pages of glossy color photographs and references. It 
is well-constructed, with high-quality glossy paper and 
clear sharp photographs that do a remarkably good job of 
demonstrating their subject. The editors have done an 
excellent job of selecting quality photographs and repro- 
ducing these clearly. The material is organized into 15 
chapters including titles such as Pathophysiology, Risk 
factors, Examination of the vascular tree, and Investigation 
of the vascular tree. Unfortunately, many of these are so 
basic and their scope so superficial that they add little to the 
value of the book. Occasionally, there is overt redundancy. 
For example, aphotograph illustrating Buerger's disease is 
presented in the section on Pathophysiology and repeated 
in the section on Vasculitides. The result is to diminish the 
material in the later section while offering an incremental 
expansion of the book. Other sections are of considerable 
value and interest. Of particular interest are the offerings 
on vasculitides, vasospasm, tumors of blood vessels, and 
arteriovenous fi tulas. These are remarkable additions be- 
cause they represent good illustrations of diseases that are 
infrequently encountered in most practices. The illustra- 
tion of common vascular conditions uch as ischemic limbs 
and problem wounds present a real problem for the edi- 
tors. While of interest, these suffer the disadvantage of 
familiarity. Most readers will readily be able to claim expe- 
rience with a variety of similar cases. 
The book succeeds in those areas where it offers a 
glimpse into unusual or rare conditions. The illustration of 
venous anomalies, carotid-cavernous fi tulas, and cirsoid 
aneurysm are good examples. Unfortunately, even when 
well-illustrated, the accompanying captions offer litde in- 
sight into the condition presented. Although this is frus- 
trating, one must keep in mind that this is a supplementary 
collection of photographs and is not intended as a stand- 
alone text. 
If  the goal of the book is ambitious--to offer a pictorial 
supplement to the standard textbooks--the content of the 
book is short of this mark. The size of the book limits its 
scope. In addition, although the photographs are very 
good, they do not cover the entire spectrum of presenta- 
tion of some of the entities addressed. The photographs 
frequently manage only an introductory level, illustrating 
one stage of a presentation, leaving other stages unad- 
dressed. This limited coverage is the most egregious prob- 
lem of the book. This is particularly frustrating with the 
more interesting portions of the book, where one would 
wish for a fuller illustration 0f the unusual diseases. 
The ultimate question is whether the book would be a 
worthwhile addition to a physician's library. This in turn 
draws attention to one of the unanswered questions about 
the book: who is the intended audience? The authors do 
not speak to this issue. Clearly it would be of greatest value 
to persons with a rudimentary fund of knowledge and 
experience, such as the student or house officer. For them 
it provides an image of vascular disease and may well be 
worthwhile, particularly should they have an interest in 
vascular surgery. For the seasoned vascular surgeon, the 
book may be of interest, but will probably not be oflirnited 
value. While successful in illustrating some unusual condi- 
tions, much of the material in the book is routine and well 
within the scope of a busy practitioner's experience. Thus it 
is unlikely to bring new insight. 
Overall, this is a good book and recommended to 
anyone with interest in photographic collections. It may be 
of particular benefit o the novice and the student. It will 
not be of great value to the wider audience of busy, expe- 
rienced, practicing vascular surgeons. 
Hugh Gelabert, MD 
UCLA Medical Center 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Arterial surgery: Management of  challenging 
problems 
James Yao and William Pearce; Stamford, Conn.; 
1996; Appleton & Lange; 570 pages; $145. 
The enormous original contribution made by Michael 
DeBakey towards the emerging specialty of vascular sur- 
gery during the middle decades of the present century is 
such that he has become, literally, a legend in his own 
lifetime, attracting admiration and fame well beyond the 
relatively narrow confines of the medical world. 
This publication originates from the proceedings of a 
conference organized in honor of Michael DeBakey, and 
the prologue consists of a 24-page ulogy to the great man, 
with contributions from several of his protSg6s who have 
themselves achieved considerable eminence in the field of 
vascular surgery. There are many anecdotes to testify to his 
extraordinary energy and skills as surgeon and teacher. 
As the title implies, the aim of the book is to address 
difficult issues in vascular surgery and, where possible, to 
offer solutions. Although this concept has considerable 
appeal it is not, itself, without problems. Where the issue in 
question has been the subject of scientific assessment, ra- 
tional analysis of therapeutic options is possible. But many 
issues in vascular surgery are "challenging" precisely be- 
cause relevant scientific data on which to draw for guidance 
are lacking. In these circumstances the author can offer 
only an opinion based on hypothesis and his personal 
